This is a retrospective study carried out at the department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation in Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH), Dhaka for the period of one year from 1st January, 2012 to 31st December, 2012. The purpose of the study was to observe the disease pattern and demographic characteristics of patients attending the department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation in a tertiary care hospital. Total sixteen thousand two hundred ninety seven (n=16297) patients were studied, of which 48% were male and 52% were female. The mean age was 43.64 ± 5.12 years, maximum patients (27.96%) belong to 41-50 years of age. Maximum patients (51%) were come from Dhaka city and most of the studied patients were housewife (36.73%). Largest disease group was non-specific low back 130 pain (16.42%). Regarding disease pattern, 44.07% of patients rheumatological, 17.25% neurological, 25.11% orthopaedic condition. Among leading diseases, 16.77% were non-specific low back pain, 10.13% osteoarthritis of knee joints, 8.15% stroke, 7.56% lumbar spondylosis, 7.05% cervical spondylosis, 6.43% adhesive Capsulitis, 3.84% neck sprain/strain 3.57% Facial palsy, 3.18% fibromyalgia and 3.12% tennis elbow.
Introduction
Unlike some medical specialties, rehabilitation medicine is not limited to a single organ system. Attention to the whole person is rehabilitation absolute. The goal of the rehabilitation physician is to restore handicapped people to the fullest possible physical, mental, social, and economic independence. This requires analysis of a diverse aggregate of information. Consequently, the person must be evaluated in relation not only to the disease but also to the way the disease affects and is affected by the person's family and social environment, vocational responsibilities, economic state, interests, hopes and dreams. 1 The field of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation focuses on the restoration of health and function and reintegration of the patient into the community. 2,3 Physical Medicine department was established in DMCH in 1969. Since establishment, department of Physical Medicine is providing services as outdoor basis regularly. In the year 2010, the indoor service has been established.
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Department, DMCH provides services to the patients with musculoskeletal disorders and neurological problems from the beginning. This department tries to correlate with other departments in providing facilities, faith and satisfaction to the patients. Eventually more people will gain access to this specialty as the problems of disability are increasing day by day due to road traffic accidents, spinal cord injury, stroke, musculoskeletal condition like arthritis, low back pain, neck pain, ICU & burn rehabilitation etc. This study was carried out with the intention to provide information about demographic data & disease pattern among the patients receiving treatment in the outpatient department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, DMCH, Dhaka. 
Results
Total number of patients was 16297. Among them 7776 (48%) were male and 8521(52%) were female. (Figure -1) 3.98% of patients were under 20 years of age, about 88% of patients belong to 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th decades. 7.19% were above 60 years of age (Figure -2).
Nearly half of the patients (49%) were from outside the Dhaka city. Rest of the were from within Dhaka. (Figure -3) Among the total number of patients (2175), majority were housewives (36.73%) followed by Farmer(15.56%), Service holder (13.35%), Labourer (9.79%), Businessman (9.26%) and Student(6.84%). Paedietric population comprises only 3.93% of the patients. (Figure -4) Regarding disease pattern, 44.07% of patients presented with rheumatological diseases, 17.25% with neurological diseases & 25.11% with orthopedic conditions. Among top ten diseases, 16.77% were non-specific low back pain, 10.13% osteoarthritis of knee joints, 8.15% stroke, 
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